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What Makes Japanese Higher Education ''Superior'
WU Daguang
(Institute of Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian, China )

Abstract: The take—off of Japanese science and technology is closely related to the development of Japanese
higher education with an emphasis on localization and transformation. It is the cumulative outcome of the
development of modern Japanese higher education. This article compares the history and evolution of Japanese
higher education from the perspectives of "The Nobel Prize phenomenon" and "laboratory phenomenon" of Japanese
universities. The article argues that the reason is that Japan pays much attention to the localization and
transformation of higher education in the process of learning from the West, which has formed distinctive Japanese
characteristics; in the process of popularization of higher education, it pays attention to the protection of elite
education; under the impact of market economy, universities adhere to the mission of talent cultivation. In the new
era of building a high—quality higher education system in China, we need to focus on "running a university rooted in
Chinese soil".
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