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A Study on Adjustment and Reform of Chinese Football
Association from the Perspective of Autonomy

HUANG Lu

(Department of Physical Education, North China University of Science and Technology, Tangshan 063210, China)

Abstract: The adjustment and reform of Chinese Football Association started in 2015 is of great sig-
nificance to lead the reform and development of Chinese football. This paper introduces the concept of
autonomy and discusses it from three aspects of “decision”, “implementation” and “supervision”. In
terms of the reform of the “decision-making power” of the Chinese Football Association, individual
members lack the voting right of the general assembly, the substantive reform of the local football as-
sociation is slow, and the reform of the member congress system is lack of substantive progress. In
the aspect of “executive power” reform, it focuses on the structural optimization of the leading group,
the autonomy of the special committee, and the recruitment and construction of professional talents,
which ensures that the governance level and performance expectation of Chinese Football Association
are in the evaluable category. In terms of “supervision power” reform, the legal institutions of Chi-
nese Football Association are lack of independence and strict criteria for the staff. The adjustment and
reform of the Chinese Football Association is a unity of public law authorization and social empower-
ment. The government power is embedded in the governance of the Football Association, which
shows the basic characteristics of “conditional autonomy”. The adjustment and reform of the Chinese
Football Association is to build a governance pattern of co-construction, co-governance and sharing,
which reflects the new changes of national social governance and interprets the spiritual essence and
rich connotation of the socialist thought with Chinese characteristics in the new era.

Key words: Chinese Football Association; autonomy; adjustment and reform; substantialization



