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Abstract: Essential Science Indictors (ESI) is a large database established based on the cita-
tion of the papers collected by SCIE and SSCI. It can display the application value and sustain-
able development of a scientific discovery from viewpoint of international counterparts. In China,
the ESI is used as an important indicator of the Chinese university rankings evaluation index
system by Ai Ruishen China Alumni Network. It is also used by several provinces to be an im-
portant subject of construction of project requirements and objectives, to be a main index for
discipline development by Students Education Development Center of Ministry of Education.
However, ESI is not everything. If you use this evaluation tool inappropriately that may lead to
incorrect answer. Therefore, it is important to prevent the misuse of the ESI data. We should
have a correct understanding of the functional scope of ESI, and cannot overstep the limitation
to perform the evaluation and decision-making; we also should warn of the misleading of ESI
data for application-oriented universities in making “the Thirteenth Five-year Plan”.
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