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China and UNCLOS: Experiences,

Lessons and Suggestions for Improvement

CHEN Hui-qing
(School of Law, Guangdong University of Finance, Guangzhou 510521, China)

Abstract: During the Third Conference on the Law of the Sea, China had some successful
experiences in promoting the reform of the global marine governance system under the Unit-
ed Nations, unifying a vast number of developing countries to oppose the sea hegemony,
safeguarding the integrity of China’s territory based on the national sovereignty. Yet, there
were also some lessons for China, such as the inadequate preparation for the Conference, the
special conditions of China unconsidered by the relevant assertions and china’s own con-
structive suggestions without being proposed. In the process of building a maritime power in
the 21st century, China should give impetus to the improvement in archipelago systems,
benefit-sharing mechanism, exploitation system in the international seabed and historical
rights by participating in the deliberative body establishment of UNCLOS, making special a-
greements or model clauses, strengthening regional cooperation and adding new issues such
as climate change, so as to safeguard China’s maritime rights and interests.
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