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Exploring Chinese Path to Modernization

from the Perspective of Historical Materialism

MENG De-qgiang
(School of Marxism, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract; When narrating Chinese path to modernization through historical materialism, it is
crucial to first comprehend the historical origin and era orientation of this path within the o-
verall process and contemporary context of world history. The “world history” in the per-
spective of historical materialism provides a theoretical framework for understanding the ori-
gins and future. Then, it is necessary to grasp the historical subject and value orientation of
Chinese path to modernization within the context of the masses and their historical crea-
tions. The “people” from the perspective of historical materialism serves as the theoretical
foundation for understanding “who Chinese path relies on and whom it serves”. Thirdly,
understanding the historical inevitability and distinctive Chinese characteristics of the Chi-
nese path to modernization relies on the dialectical unity of objective social historical rules
and the active choices of human being. The “objective rules”and “active choices” within the
framework of historical materialism constitutes the theoretical principles for comprehending

“why it is correct and what are the unique features” about Chinese path. The dynamic prac-
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tice of Chinese path to modernization fully demonstrates the truth and value of historical ma-

terialism, and creates a Chinese logic of historical materialism.

Key Words: historical materialism; Chinese path to modernization; the Communist Party of

China(CPC); a new form of human civilization
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