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Digital Embodiment: Human Bodies in Sports Video Games

YANG Jianfeng

(School of Journalism and Communication, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract: Sport is a kind of physical activity, but with the development of technology, people have a
technical body in addition to the biological body. The concept of body is completely reconstructed,
and the body is moving from the physical body to the virtual body. In sports video games, the moving
body is replaced by a virtual technical body. By introducing body theory and “post-human” theory, u-
sing the methods of literature and logical analysis, this paper discusses the presence of body in sports
video games, and thinks about sports in the “post-human” era. It is believed that in sports video
games, the virtual technical body becomes the digital embodiment of the presence, while the physical
body of the creature is suspended. Sports move from physical activities to pure information, from the
physical body of the creature to the virtual digital body, and from the presence of the physical body to
the virtual presence. This makes sports more deeply coerced into a virtual, digital, pure information
world. In the “post-human” era, purely informational sports exclude human flesh and become a game
of artificial intelligence and machine algorithms.

Key words: body; embodiment; presence; video games; post-human



