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Abstract: In 1986, UK first conducted research- and performance-oriented assessment activities,
experiencing three stages of “Research Selectivity Exercise” (RSE), “Research Assessment Exercise”
(RAE) and “Research Excellence Framework” (REF). The current “Research Excellence Framework”,
based on the evaluation results and experience of previous rounds, emphasizes the continuous use of
third-party evaluation institutions, merging discipline evaluation units, adjusting the weight of
evaluation indicators, improving the evaluation methods of scientific research so as to promote
scientific and technological innovation in universities. Through the thorough analysis of the REF2021
in UK, the Chinese universities should actively introduce the third-party evaluation institutions,
construct the interdisciplinary research evaluation mechanism, explore the evaluation of scientific
research influence system, and improve the quantitative evaluation method.
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