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A Collective Memory to Construct a Millennium: Brief Review of Mongols' Sumo in Qianlong 25
Years

CHEN Shengzheng*, CHANG Jianxiang?

(1.School of Humanities, Chuxiong Normal University, Chuxiong Yunnan 675000, China; 2. School of Foreign
Language, Chuxiong Normal University, Chuxiong Yuannan 675000, China)

Abstract: Sumo was quite popular in ancient China, especially among the Manchus and Mongols in Qing Dy-
nasty. The paper reviews these historical records from the aspect of textual research. In the 25th year of Qian-
long when the emperor routinely went to Mulan for hunting, the Mongols presented four folk performances in-
cluding sumo at the banquet. Emperor Qianlong wrote four poems for those performances. Some officials like
Jiang Shiquan, Wang Chang, Qian Daxin, Wang Mingsheng and Shi Yunyu followed the Emperor to write po-
ems. The collective memory about sumo has not only constructed a grand occasion of a millennium, but also
described sumo performance vividly. This has provided beneficial literature for studying the development of

sumo in Qing Dynasty.
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