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On the Influence of the Increase of Civilians’
Literacy Level on Society in the Han Dynasty

GUO Hai-yan

(Sun Tzu Research Institute,Binzhou College, Binzhou 256603, China)

Abstract: The development of the school education in the Han Dynasty and the combination of ed-
ucation and the official-selecting system not only provided more opportunities for people to receive
education, but also stimulated the civilians’ enthusiasm for active learning. The increase of civil-
ians’ literacy level enhanced the overall quality of workers, and fostered productive forces and e-
conomic prosperity. With a few of the well-educated civilians becoming government officials, new
vitality was injected into the ruling elite, the administration was improved and the social stability
was ensured. The moral character and value orientation of the large number of educated civilians
exerted great influence on social order and social atmosphere.
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