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Deconstruction and Reconstruction: Revisiting Martin Trow’s Theory of Mass Higher Education
WU Daguang, HU Yanting
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Xiamen 361005, Fujian, China)

Abstract: Martin Trow's theory of massification has made significant contributions to explaining the
relationship between changes in quantity and quality in higher education and has played an essential role in the
development of higher education in many countries. However, when examining the predictions of the massification
theory based on the actual development of higher education in China, we encounter several "issues of
incompatibility". These problems include the limitations of the massification theory itself, the reasons for our
misinterpretation of it, and the "specificity" of the development of Chinese higher education. To reconstruct the
"Chinese pattern" of massification theory in the context of the ongoing expansion of higher education in China, it is
necessary to deconstruct the theory, go back to its roots, sort out its development and revision process, analyze the
connotation and essence of the theory, dissect its limitations and deficiencies, and analyze the misunderstandings
and misuse in the process of dissemination and application.
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