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On the Traditional Factors in Li Dazhao’s Thought

and Their Contemporary Implications

WANG Jin

(Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract; From the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China to the May 4th Move-
ment,with the powerful impact of western civilization on traditional ideas, a lot of people
began to fiercely oppose Chinese traditions, but the most advanced intellectuals did not fol-
low this trend. They received and were nourished by traditional culture and education from
an early age, and their thought was rooted in the national culture. Li Dazhao was one of
these intellectuals. Li Dazhao’s thought was full of patriotism, humanism, rule of morality,
cosmopolitanism and eclecticism. He inherited and developed traditional ideas. His thought
has important implications for building a socialist harmonious society and a socialist core val-
ue system today. The new cultural road, proposed by him, namely “third civilization”, is
the road that must be adhered in the development of socialist culture.
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