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Abstract: Improving the ability of education to serve high—quality economic development and industrial
upgrading is not only an important content and fundamental requirement of educational connotative development but
also the main path to enhance the modernization of educational governance ability. By analyzing the contribution
and realization path of high—end talents in China’s manufacturing industry to the middle= and high—end of the
global value chain, this study finds: By cultivating high—quality talents, higher education has significantly promoted
the upgrading of the global value chain of China’s manufacturing industry. Higher education has significantly
promoted the rise of the value chain of low and medium—tech, high—tech industries, capital, and technology—
intensive industries. At the same time, higher education talents in the fields of science, engineering, economics,
management, and law have made outstanding contributions to the rise of the value chain. Higher education can have
a positive impact on the rise of the value chain to the middle— and high—end through the path of improving
technological progress. This study demonstrates the contribution of higher education to promoting the upgrading of
China’s industrial global value chain. It has policy—making significance for optimizing the level, type, and
professional structure of higher education and improving the specifications of talent training in the future.
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