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A Study on “Present” in Li Dazhao’s The Present

DU Han-feng

(Department of Chinese, School of Liberal Arts and Law, Communication University of
China, Beijing 100024, China)

Abstract: Li Dazhao elaborated on his idea of “present” in his famous essay The Present (A-
pril 15, 1918). He pointed out that “present” was the most precious, which was a necessary
link between past and future. Li Dazhao criticized both the idea of “detesting present” and
the idea of “enjoying present”., What he tried to argue was not to return to the past, but to
the future, which must be based on present hard work. His idea of “present” was influenced
by the theory of evolution, and demonstrated his positive attitude to life and his enterprising
spirit. His idea of “present” was dialectical, and reflected his philosophical critical thinking.
Neither returning to the old nor being obsessing with future was the correct understanding
of “present”. In conclusion, his idea of “present” offers direct guidance to the youth, who
are expected to cherish time and the present and build a bright future.
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