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National Barrier between the Capital and the Border:

Suiyuan in the Process of Ethnic Integration in the Late Qing Dynasty
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Abstract; Suiyuan is located in the west central region of inner Mongolia, which links the
east and west Mongolia, the inner and outer Mongolia. As a result of the Qing Dynasty’s
blocking policy and its capital’s deep inland location, Suiyuan has been regarded as a remote
place, whose traditional geographical value could be reflected by the four characters® Ping
Fan Shuo Mo” (Barrier in the dessert) on the gate board of the General’s governmental de-
partment in Suiyuan . Because of the western powers’ greed on China’s northwest territo-
ries and population increase in the mainland during the late Qing Dynasty, the role of inland
frontiers was gradually stressed. As a result, Suiyuan was proposed to be built as a prov-
ince. In Chou Meng Zou Yi(opinions on governing Mongolia), the vice-minister of the Mili-
tary Department used four words “Ping Zhang Ji Jiang” (national barrier between the capital
and the border) to indicate the role of Suiyuan. Then, as the linking land of agriculture and
animal husbandry, the mixed area inhabited by Mongolian and Han, the northwest portals
and the barrier of the inland,Suiyuan had become the center of the border integration.
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