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Internationalization of Higher Education as a National Strategy: A Multi—country Comparative Study
WEN Wen, WANG Songdi, CHANG Lingying
(Institute of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: The internationalization of higher education in various countries has been challenged by a series of
global issues that are common to all humankind, such as the deterioration of living environment, frequent public
health crises, geopolitical instability, and the trend of counter—globalization. In this context, higher education is
shaped by various stakeholders’ forces in multiple spatial fields such as global, national and institutional, and the
action field of internationalization of higher education has become more and more complex. However, the global
trend in the past decade is that the role of the state has become more and more prominent, and increasingly more
countries have integrated the internationalization of higher education with diplomatic strategies, scientific and
technological innovation, economic development and talent planning, and have incorporated it into national
strategies in the form of legislation and strategic planning. This trend is quite different from the episodic,
fragmented and marginalized characteristics of internationalization development led by universities at the turn of
the century. The study compares the characteristics and development trends of national strategies for
internationalization of higher education in nine countries, including the United States, the United Kingdom,

Germany, Russia, Australia, Japan, Malaysia, India, and Turkey, in terms of the three dimensions of stakeholders,
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motivations and paths. It is found that the convergence characteristics of higher education internationalization
include the national strategy of higher education internationalization, science and technology, and talent strategy
become a strategic package, the motivation of strategy formulation from "international contribution" to "national
contribution", and the construction of world—class universities as a new trend of strategic action. There are
differences in the functions, motivations, and action routes of governments in the internationalization strategy of

higher education. The study has implications for China to plan the national strategy for the internationalization of

higher education.

Keywords: internationalization of higher education; national strategy; multi-country comparison; comparative
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