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Excessive Competition and the Overburden of Compulsory Education
SU Ming
(Higher Education Research Institute/Local Government Development Research Institute, Shantou University,
Shantou 515063, Guangdong, China )

Abstract: Burden and competition are the normal phenomena of compulsory education, while overburden and
excessive competition are the real problems to be solved. The fundamental reason lies in two folds. On the one hand,
education has the general characteristics of product standardization, information asymmetry and so on, which can
easily lead to excessive competition. On the other hand, education has the attribute of public resources. The state
bears the main education costs and the distribution of resources is uneven, which encourages individuals to seize
more public education resources through sacrificial education to maximize their personal interests, but leads to the
loss of the collective interests of the state. The direct reason is that the agent lacks the understanding of children’s
healthy growth and regards the additional public education resources as the compensation for sacrificial education.
In order to prevent the control ability from weakening due to the growth of children’s age, the agent is more inclined
to impose an excessive burden at the early stage of children’s studies to "lay a good foundation". The "double
reduction" policy and the Family Education Promotion Law can restrict excessive education competition in the
whole space, but they also bring about problems of constraint effectiveness and constraint cost. At the same time, it
is necessary to further improve the quality of school education and prevent the "double reduction" policy from
having the effect of restricting competition yet inhibiting development.
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