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Supervision and Power Balances: New Developments and Controversies in the
Revision of the Private School Law in Japan
QIN Hongxia, ZHANG Jindan, ZHANG Bin
(Institute of Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian, China)

Abstract: Private universities in Japan are currently facing a range of difficulties, including a declining
school-age population that is leading to a crisis of enrollment and bankruptcy, the occurrence of school scandals
that reveal deficiencies in the family—type corporate governance of schools, and need to strengthen the public
welfare of private schools. In response, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)
has focused on "positive governance" and "defensive governance" to revise the Private Schools Act. The revision
includes formulating and modifying school rules and regulations to clarify the rights and responsibilities of the
school corporation, realizing its functions, and enhancing information disclosure and transparency in management.
However, the Private Schools Act is still under discussion after the revision is completed. The focus of the dispute is
how to determine the powers and responsibilities of the board of directors and the board of review, how to deal with
the school management and teaching rights to form a pattern of power balances, how to ensure the impartiality and
professionalism of the board of supervisors to avoid the lack of supervision of family public schools, and how to deal
with the relationship between independent governance of school corporation and government responsibility. The
essence of the reform and controversy of the Private Schools Act lies in the supervision and power balances of
private universities.
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