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The Trouble of Love:
The Effect of First—Generation College Students’ Intragenerational Education Assistance and Its Mechanism
TIAN Jie, YU Xiulan
(Institute of Education, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: Intergenerational education support and intragenerational education assistance are effective ways
for families to shape children’s educational trajectory, but the latter is often neglected. First—generation college
students’ intragenerational education assistance, which is beyond the limitations of parental education support, can
benefit intragenerational family members by activating older siblings’ unique advantages. The study explores
influences of first—generation college students’ intragenerational education assistance in the Chinese context
featured with the collision between family—based traditional culture and individual-based modern culture. It is
found that first—generation college students’ intragenerational education assistance not only exerts the positive
effect of education agent compensation by widening younger siblings’ channels of upward mobility, reducing
parents’ education burden, and promoting self—=improvement, but also leads to unexpected consequences. As a
result, younger siblings form path dependence psychology, parents transfer responsibility, and their own
development is blocked due to the overload of assistance. It reflects the lack of effective coordination within
families, weak joined force in education assistance, and first—generation college students’ excessive education
assistance trapped in the trouble of love. As a necessary action to promote the micro—realization of education

equity, first—generation college students’ intragenerational education assistance is mixed with the fact that parents
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cannot give their children beneficial cultural capital, and also implies the possible cultural capital compensation

from the only "first rewriter". However, when playing its positive functions, we should also reduce its unintended

consequences and avoid adverse effects.

Keywords: first—generation college students; intragenerational education assistance; positive effects;

unintended consequences; education equity
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