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Abstract: Essential Scientific Indicators (ESI) has become an authoritative tool for disciplines
evaluation at home and abroad. The study focused on analyzing the current situation of dominant
disciplines of universities in Jiangsu using ESI. And it also reviewed the developmental characteristics
of dominant disciplines of universities in Jiangsu from five respects, including the disciplines
development speed, comparing the dominant disciplines of universities in Jiangsu with the other
provinces, the species and distribution of dominant disciplines of universities in Jiangsu, comparing
the evaluation result based on ESI with the result of disciplines evaluation by China's Ministry of
Education, the gap between Jiangsu and its domestic and international rivals, etc.The results showed
that the number of universities and the number of disciplines into the world's top 1% in Jiangsu were
both placed in leading position in China, while some problems like imbalance of dominant disciplines
local distribution and only a few world-class disciplines in Jiangsu were existed at the same time.
Therefore, in order to promoting the development of dominant disciplines in Jiangsu's universities, it
was essential for carrying out dominant disciplines international evaluation from various aspects.
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