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Authors’ attitudes about publishing their personal information
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YAN Qiaoyuan,SONG Chunyan

Abstract Eighty-one authors were investigated for their attitudes
about publishing personal information in scientific journals by using
a self-designed questionnaire. Results showed that telephone
number and photograph are the major two privacies that authors do
not want to be made public, followed by personal webpage and
birthplace. The reason is mainly that authors worry about the
possible exposure of privacy and the illegal use of these information
by others for business purpose. We suggest that a unified standard
of author information should be formulated soon based on extensive
consultation in order to protect authors”privacy and also to promote
communication between authors and readers.
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