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Common misuses of the P value in the editing work of
biomedical journals,// CHEN Zhangying

Abstract In the editing work of biomedical journals, statistical
errors can be found frequently, of which the most common is the
misuse of the P value. This paper analyzes the misuse of the P
value from its significance, report, description and explanation as
well as its effect on science of the papers. We also propose the
appropriate solutions, and point out that the confidence interval can
play a complementary role to the limitations of P value. Editors of
biomedical journals should develop a vigilant mind on statistics,
guarantee the quality of statistics while dealing with the
manuscripts, which could increase the submission of high quality
papers and improve the academic quality of the journal.
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