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Key points in reviewing clinical practice guidelines for medical
editors//ZHANG Yifang

Abstract Clinical practice guidelines are very important special
articles, athough their proportion is not high in medical journals.
As a “final gatekeeper” for clinical practice guidelines, medical
editors should be familiar with the principles for their formulation,
methodological steps and key points in review, so that they can
participate properly in their formulation and revision to improve
their quality and thus to enhance their standardization and
effectiveness. This article reviewed 10 guidelines published recently
in 10 authoritative journals of the Chinese Medical Association and
relevant literature as well. We sorted out the current problems in
the guidelines published in Chinese medical journals and
summarized key points, which a medical editor should consider in
reviewing such medical articles.
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