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ABSTRACT The practical property of library science determined that its main research methodology is empirical
method. However, in China, the main pattern of library research are experiential research and normative research. By the
analysis on Chinese scholarly journals of library science, the author finds that there are serious problems of empirical
research lack. Further more, lots of scholars of library science also have some mistaken cognitions on empirical research,
such as “the survey on social status is empirical research” and “only quantitative research is empirical research”. The
author makes a conclusion that the best way of empirical research is to conduct extensive academic cooperation and
collaboration, and pay more attention to the original data from empirical research in the scientific research evaluation
system. 1 tab.1 fig. 18 refs.
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