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A Comparative Study on the Individuals’ Information World of
Middle School Students in China and Britain

YU Binbin

ABSTRACT

The differences of students cultivated by different education patterns have always atiracted the research
interests of different disciplines. As far as LIS is concerned, the relevant research focuses on the different
characteristics of students as information agents who are cultivated by different education. The purpose of
this study is to explore the comprehensive differences and specific performance between Chinese and British
middle school students, using the concept of individuals’ information world (IWolL.) and its measurement
tool.

A cross-border questionnaire survey was conducted among 2 877 junior and senior high school students in
these two countries. Taking the student group as the analysis unit, and using descriptive statistics, mean
test, and correlation analysis, this research shows that there are significant differences in the IWoL between
Chinese and British students, and the average score of British students is significantly higher. Specific

analyses show that, British students score significantly higher in almost all dimensions, especially in
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available information sources, accessible information sources and intelligence dimensions. The core
disadvantage of Chinese students is that they seldom need information and information practice in order to
solve specific problems in their daily life; they lack the willingness and interest to use knowledge rich
information sources and resources; they routinely use leisure and entertainment resources.

The theoretical contribution of this study lies in the comprehensive measurement of the overall performance
of students as information agents (rather than the previous single dimension). What is more, this study
increases the attention of relevant fields to the variable of educational pattern (rather than year or level of
education). In practice, this study leads educators and LIS practitioners to pay more attention to the

cultivation of students as the information agents, and to seek more opportunities to arouse students’ cognition

of the value of information and to carry out more conscious information practices inside and outside the

classroom. 7 tabs. 48 refs.
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