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Qualitative Research of Guidelines of Library Services for Older
Adults of Library Associations Abroad and Its Implications for China

Xiao Xue

ABSTRACT Using qualitative research method, this study generalizes the framework of guidelines of library services for
older adults of library associations abroad, which is composed of objective and thoughts of guidelines, understanding of ag-
ing and older adults, principles of library services for the older population, awareness of the older adults’ needs, library
planning and budget, collections and facilities, librarians and services, cooperation and advocacy. On the basis of com-
parative analysis of foreign and domestic situations, some implications for Chinese libraries are proposed, including develo-
ping Chinese specification of library services for older adults as soon as possible, establishing concept of active aging and
differentiated service orientation, understanding the status quo and future trends of the aging, defining mission statement of
public library service for older adults, advocating concrete and integral and regular services. 2 tabs. 56 refs.
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