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ABSTRACT Citation analysis has become one of the main contents in bibliometrics, but few study has focused on its
problems. The problems in citation analysis and their causes are summed up from four aspects in this paper: the weakness
of citation theory, the deficiencies in the process of citation, the drawback of the citation analysis methods and databases,
and the limitations in citation applications. At present, we should treat citation analysis with a cautious attitude, evaluate

objectively the methods and the results obtained, and then improve it on the basis of fully understanding its merits and de-

merits . 1 fig. 49 refs.
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