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ABSTRACT The spirit of public libraries has experienced three stages, i. e. civilianization, social
education and democratization. Its nature is to secure the equility of social members in acquiring
information. The debate “charged. services vs. free services” s a challenge to the spirit. In the
information age, we still need the organizations/systems of pub ic libraries to secure the equality of
social information. In China, the spirit of public libraries has not been formed, and is rarely discussed
theoretically. The author thinks that the spirit of public libraries has become an impetus to the
development of librarianship. 25 refs.
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