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Developing China’s Policy of Open Access to Publicly Funded Re-
search: An Evidence-Based Approach

Zhang Yaokun, Li Qian & Zheng Yaqing

ABSTRACT This paper applies evidence-based policy method into open access policy-making process. By collecting, grading
and classifying open access related evidences, the authors addressed three critical structural issues through evidence synthesis.
Based on the previous analysis, and by incorporating China’s context, this research has obtained China’s open access policy
framework, which includes: 1) China should make national-level policy of open access to publicly funded research with a top-
down pathway; 2) China should make mandatory self-archiving preference policy with corresponding punitive measures. This re-
search shows the feasibility of applying the evidence-based policy method into open access policy-making and the possibility of
further study. 1 fig. 2 tabs. 28 refs.
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