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ABSTRACT Library science in China has followed the Western course and gradually lost its own identity. To discover
the originality and national characteristics of the ancient Chinese library science, and to find out the inherent relationship
between the modern library science and ancient Chinese library science, this paper demonstrates the identity of the ancient
Chinese documentation and ancient Chinese library science, and studies their knowledge theory orientation by adducing
evidences. We can draw the conclusion that there were different approaches to the development of library science in
different nations in the world. It is actually a dislocation of history to judge the formation of library science in China with
the characteristics of the early Western library science. Although the ancient Chinese library science failed to establish
theories and institutions for the public use of documents, it showed certain knowledge theory orientation in defining the
meaning of “documents”, interpreting the value of documents and organizing documents. It provided enlightenment for us
to realize the indigenization of library science study. 30 refs.

KEY WORDS History of Chinese library science.  Documentation. ~ Knowledge theory.  Basic theory of library
science.
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